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2 Samuel 5:1-3; Colossians 1:12-20; Luke 23:35-43 
 
On the last Sunday of the liturgical year the church celebrates the Feast of 
Christ the King. This feast was instituted by Pope Pius XI in 1925. It is 

observed on this Sunday as it helps us to meditate on Christ the King and Lord and at the same 
time reflect on the Second and Final Coming of Christ. Pope Pius XI felt that nations would see 
that the Church has the right to freedom, and immunity from the state. Secondly that leaders and 
nations would see that they are bound to give respect to Christ. Finally, that the faithful would 
gain strength and courage from the celebration of the feast, as we are reminded that Christ must 
reign in our hearts, minds, wills, and bodies. 
 
From the dawn of civilization, kings have arisen who have dreamed of possessing a world-wide 
dominion, a universal kingdom that would last forever. But here we have a king who is 
remarkably different from the kings of the earth. He came to serve all, even His enemies. In the 
Gospel of today Jesus demonstrates how he is messiah and king by granting salvation to a 
believing criminal merely for the asking. In the first reading we heard how David became the 
leader of his people. But he recognizes that God alone is the true King of Israel. In the second 
reading we have a marvelous picture of Christ. The incarnation was in God’s mind from all 
eternity and Jesus is the greatest possible revelation of God’s love and mercy. 
 
Leadership is the theme of the feast day Mass, as we have seen in the different readings and it is 
an important theme for us, as Christians, to consider. All of us some time or other would like to 
think of ourselves as leaders. If we listen to the average conversation and we find that there is 
little done by others that we could have done better. Jesus certainly knew the oppressive nature 
of secular kings and in contrast to them he connected his role as king to humble service and 
commanded his followers to be servants as well. 
 
In fact, there are two highly contrasting pictures of Jesus as King given in the readings today. 
There is the highly triumphant picture given in the Second Reading from the letter to the 
Colossians. Paul tells the Colossians how grateful they ought to be to God for having made them 
Christians and citizens of Christ’s Kingdom. He then goes on to describe what Christ is to them 
as he is to us. Jesus is the image of the unseen God and the first-born of all creation, for in him 
were created all things. God wanted all perfection to be found in him, and all things to be 
reconciled through him when he made peace by his death on the cross. He has prepared all for 
the everlasting kingdom of happiness. Here Paul thanks the Father for what he has done to us in 
Christ. We already have the deep experience of Jesus by the forgiveness of sins and membership 
in the church. In the central verses of this passage, Paul gives us a magnificent picture of Jesus: 
he is the image of the invisible God, the first born of all creation. In these and subsequent verses, 
he indicates that the incarnation was in God’s mind from all eternity. 
 



In the Gospel, we are given a very different picture indeed. Twice in the passage, Jesus is 
referred to as the King of the Jews. Two other times he is called the Messiah. All these 
references are directed to Jesus as he hung on the cross and they are all made in mockery of him. 
Here we are presented with a man being executed in shame and ignominy, bleeding and battered 
on a cross, one of the cruelest and degrading punishments ever devised. Over his head are the 
mocking words: “This is the King of the Jews.” To every human imagination he does not look 
like a king. 
 
The Church has chosen quite a different picture for today’s feast. It is to help us wake up out of 
our complacency and to become more aware of how Jesus came to be our King and what he 
expects from his subjects. The kingdom of God is about service, sacrifice and love. The feast of 
Christ the King celebrates the fact that there is one who is remarkably different. He came to 
serve all, and his kingdom is divine. In several passages of Scripture, his kingdom is tied to his 
suffering and death. While Christ is coming to judge the nations, his teachings spell out a 
kingdom of justice and judgment balanced with radical love, mercy, peace, and forgiveness. The 
Scriptures speak of Jesus as God and as King. 
 
The Church, year ends awaiting the return of Christ, when evil will be defeated, and Jesus will 
begin his reign as King of kings. Christ’s kingdom begins in the community of people who live 
in a new and different way because of God’s presence in their lives. Celebrating Christ’s 
kingship gives us an opportunity to proclaim the good news that his second coming brings joy 
rather than fear, hope rather than despair. We are cleansed and renewed and brought closer to our 
God. Today’s feast is both a challenge and an opportunity for us to become aware of our call to 
become truly both subjects and partners of Jesus our King. Long live the King! Jesus our 
savior.  May his Kingdom come! Amen.  
 
 


